This is part of a longer presentation to a conference with primary school language teachers.
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Why?   

  

Use of the computer:



		promotes a pleasant environment through a variety of activities;

		enables individualization of the work of the children as they can work on their own pace;
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(continues)

		It is under no circumstances a panacea but it is a rather important tool that can enhance the motivation of the learners and promote learning.










_1287945583.ppt


Drawbacks - continues:

		there is a need for extra material for those who do not work at the computer at the time (in the classroom);










_1287945651.ppt


Drawbacks - continues

		it is necessary to be able to control the data pupils have access to (suitability/ reliability/creditability).
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When - continues

		When pupils work on projects or presentations (data collection – word processing a presentation, using pictures).
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When _ How?

		At the beginning of the lesson (presentation by the teacher);

		At the end of a unit (consolidation and practice);

		Throughout the lesson (lab or some of the  pupils in groups).
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Drawbacks - continues

		access to a computer, or even worse a computer lab, let alone the internet, is not always available at our schools. This raises a need for back up work;
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Summing up:

		It enhances the resources used in the classroom – interesting activities, enjoyable act, variety – motivated children;

		Enables individualization of the work of pupils and offers feedback to them;

		Offers opportunities to be exposed to the language;

		A permanent record – makes the teacher’s work easier
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Drawbacks: 

		initial preparation by the teacher is time consuming;

		it requires specific skills;

		there is a need for careful organization of the classroom and the lesson;
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continues)

		Last but not least, it is a permanent record of the work of pupils and teachers which can be used over and over again with minor changes and therefore it can be rather time efficient - in the long run -. 
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(why- continues)

		Offers access to authentic material;

		Offers access to native speaker models;

		Integrates the benefits of video and audio material;
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(why - continues)

		provides opportunities to practice all 4 language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing);

		there is always something for each individual (according to personal needs, abilities and interests).
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(why - continues)

		often offers immediate feedback to the pupils;

		through the use of the internet enables the children to acquire new knowledge in a pleasant way;
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Skehan, P. (1989) Individual Differences in Second Language Learning, London: Arnold.



Factors that influence language learning and relate to teachers:

		Classroom and materials (materials, methodology, resources, appropriateness of pacing, individualization, feedback provision)

		Opportunities for target language use

		The learner  (increase motivation, develop positive attitudes towards the lesson)
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Skehan, P. (1989) Individual Differences in Second Language Learning, London: Arnold.



Factors that influence language learning and relate to teachers:

		Classroom and materials (materials, methodology, resources, appropriateness of pacing, individualization, feedback provision)

		Opportunities for target language use

		The learner  (increase motivation, develop positive attitudes towards the lesson)











Why?   

  

Use of the computer:



		promotes a pleasant environment through a variety of activities;

		enables individualization of the work of the children as they can work on their own pace;









(why - continues)

		often offers immediate feedback to the pupils;

		through the use of the internet enables the children to acquire new knowledge in a pleasant way;









(why- continues)

		Offers access to authentic material;

		Offers access to native speaker models;

		Integrates the benefits of video and audio material;













(why - continues)

		provides opportunities to practice all 4 language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing);

		there is always something for each individual (according to personal needs, abilities and interests).









(continues)

		It is under no circumstances a panacea but it is a rather important tool that can enhance the motivation of the learners and promote learning.









continues)

		Last but not least, it is a permanent record of the work of pupils and teachers which can be used over and over again with minor changes and therefore it can be rather time efficient - in the long run -. 









Summing up:

		It enhances the resources used in the classroom – interesting activities, enjoyable act, variety – motivated children;

		Enables individualization of the work of pupils and offers feedback to them;

		Offers opportunities to be exposed to the language;

		A permanent record – makes the teacher’s work easier









Drawbacks: 

		initial preparation by the teacher is time consuming;

		it requires specific skills;

		there is a need for careful organization of the classroom and the lesson;









Drawbacks - continues:

		there is a need for extra material for those who do not work at the computer at the time (in the classroom);









Drawbacks - continues

		access to a computer, or even worse a computer lab, let alone the internet, is not always available at our schools. This raises a need for back up work;









Drawbacks - continues

		it is necessary to be able to control the data pupils have access to (suitability/ reliability/creditability).









When?

		At the beginning of the lesson (presentation by the teacher);

		At the end of a unit (consolidation and practice);

		Throughout the lesson (lab – projector).









When - continues

		When pupils work on projects or presentations (data collection – word processing a presentation, using pictures).









Suggested activities.

Βy the teacher:

		Presentation of new language, functions, structures at the beginning of the lesson – instead of flashcards.  (EXAMPLE 1)









Suggestions for teachers - continues

		Activities for individual work, pair work or group work for revision or practice at the end of a unit (according to the abilities of the pupils).  Such activities offer immediate feedback to the pupils and allow them to work on their own pace (Example 2, example 3  ).









Suggestions for teachers

		Use of relevant websites to find data regarding school subjects.



1. Websites that offer authentic materials like newspaper extracts or magazine pages that can be used and offer opportunities to use the language for real life situations (bbcnews).







Suggestions for teachers - continues 

2.a. Use of websites with ready made materials that can be used in the language classroom ( word search, crossword). 

b. websites that allow you to prepare material easily and quickly www.puzzlemaker.com offers the opportunity to prepare puzzles in less than 5 minutes by just clarifying the words that need to be used.







Suggestions for teachers

Websites that offer authentic audio material (weather forecast or announcements or songs) EXAMPLE .

		 Use the computer for preparation of audio material adjusted to the level of the specific classroom (.wav files, .mp3 files   cyannouncement.wav ).









By the pupils:

		Simple writing activities where pupils write something and insert relevant pictures (motivating if done on the computer instead of writing in their notebooks) essay.









Suggestions for pupils - continues

		Preparing power point presentations or games (example of picture dictionary, group presentation, Olympics project)

		Sorting out activities (putting words and pictures in groups).









Suggestions for pupils - continues

		Working on a project by collecting data and pictures from the internet (www.google.com, www.ask.com.



Instead of searching through books and encyclopedias pupils use the computer (Eurodisney, museums, countries).







Suggestions for pupils - continues

		At the beginning of a lesson or during the lesson: Can be used to introduce children to places abroad - making the activity interesting and saving the teacher the effort to find and prepare pictures for presentation.  ( a visit to Eurodisney or Madame Tussaud’s  - they become familiar with the place and gather data for presentations or writing up activities , they can focus on areas of their interest e. g David Beckham info, photos and write smth.)









Suggestions for pupils - continues

		During the lesson



a.  the computer can be used for interactive activities e.g listening act., cloze tests, quizes, matching activities -through the net / html act. -through websites - prepared on hot potatoes explain / give notes.

b.Can be used for listening comprehension or reading comprehension without any previous preparation. (word or kidspiration – read smth or listen to smth and show with pictures EXAMPLE)







Suggestions for pupils - continues

		Working on activities prepared by the teacher as reviewed earlier.

		Communicating with pupils in other schools – other countries (communication through the foreign language in real life situations) through e-mails.









Suggestions for pupils - continues

		Co-operation with schools from other countries on a simple project. (e-pals)  

		Use of existing programmes for language practice and production of activities (e.g. Kidspiration My bedroom example.kid, ANIMALS EXAMPLE.kid2).
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